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Delta Velocity Selected for DARPA Study on Development of
Low Cost, Rapid Launch System for Small Satellites

LEESBURG, Va., April 23, 2002 ... Delta Velocity Corporation, a space launch and
transportation services company located in Northern Virginia, announced today that it has
been awarded a Phase | Study contract with the Department of Defense’ s Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) for the design of alower cost, reusable,
rapid launch system for small satellites. The study phase of the Responsive Access Small
Cargo Affordable Launch (RASCAL) program, to be completed within 9 months, is
valued at approximately $1.25 million. The program concept uses a modified fighter
aircraft as the reusable first stage and a two-stage expendabl e rocket vehicle for
launching the satellite into low earth orbit.

DeltaVelocity and its program team, which includes Allied Aerospace Industries,
Inc., ATK Tactical Systems, Athena Technologies, CSA Engineering, Advanced Project
Research Inc. (APRI) and NASA Dryden Flight Research Center, was selected primarily

for its demonstrated ability to rapidly develop innovative, lower cost and reliable launch
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systems. Delta Velocity, with extensive experience in the devel opment and operation of
small launch vehicles, is the team leader.

“Delta Velocity and each of our teammates is well known within the industry as
having expertise specifically applicable to development of alow cost, rapid response
launch system,” said Joseph Padavano, president of the company. “The combination of
our team’ s demonstrated innovation and proven track record in successfully developing
small space transportation systems provides DARPA with a high level of confidencein
our ability to perform and deliver a superior system design that meets all of the agency’s
requirements,” he added.

The objective of the RASCAL program is to develop arapid response, low cost
method for placing small satellitesinto earth orbit. The study phase of the program will
be followed by design and development phases. Thiswill culminatein aflight
demonstration where the RASCAL system will be used to launch two small satellites
within a 24-hour period. In production, RASCAL is expected to cost about $750,000 per
mission. This capability will enable the rapid deployment of a new breed of small
satellites with superior remote sensing and imaging technology. RASCAL will enable
satellites to be launched into orbit within an hour and begin returning images to earth
immediately, providing a dramatic new capability for the DoD as well as for commercial
users. It is anticipated the first RASCAL launch will take place in 2006.

DeltaVelocity isaprivately held company with demonstrated experience in the

design, analysis, fabrication and operation of space transportation systemsincluding



launch and orbit transfer vehicles for commercial, civil, military and international
customers.
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